
 
WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 2001 

 

Senate 

NOMINATION OF WADE F. HORN, OF 
MARYLAND, TO BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR 

FAMILY SUPPORT, DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
     Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, let me say 
while Senator Bayh is still here, we have not 
only been Senators together, as he said, we 
have been Governors together. We were also 
fathers of young boys, his a few years 
younger than mine.  
     He believes, as I believe, and certainly as 
Wade Horn believes, while emphasizing the 
importance of fathers and fatherhood, we 
have no intention, no need, no interest in 
diminishing the importance of the role of 
mothers. Every child deserves not just one 
loving, nurturing, caring parent but two. To 
the extent that we as a society can encourage 
men to live up to the responsibilities of the 
children they father and bring into this 
world, those children will be better for it and 
so will our country.  
     I say a special thanks to Senator Bayh, 
for his leadership on this issue. I am 
delighted to be able to support these efforts.  
     Senator Bayh has known Wade Horn for 
a half dozen or so years. So have I. I have 
known him through our work with the 
National Governors' Association where he 
came from time to time, at our invitation, to 
speak on fatherhood. I have known him 
through his role in cohosting the National 
Summit on Fatherhood, where I have had 
the opportunity to participate. I have invited 
him to my home State of Delaware to speak 

at our Governor's prayer breakfast, to focus 
on fatherhood and the importance of fathers 
in our lives.  
     I also know him, having hosted him in 
our Governors house, having spent time 
with him and his wife there. I met his 
children, his daughters. I have some idea, 
not just what the author is like, not just what 
the speaker is like, not just what the 
policymaker is like, but I feel as if I know 
him a little bit as a human being. I have seen 
him in the role of devoted husband and 
loving father as well.  
     Senator Wellstone said, before he 
finished his remarks--and I appreciated the 
concerns he expressed--and I think this is a 
quote, ``Dr. Horn will be in this position and 
we will have the opportunity to work with 
him.'' I hope he is right. I believe Senator 
Wellstone is right in that.  
     Based on my experience from the last 6 
years of knowing Wade Horn and his 
family, I believe we will appreciate the 
opportunity to work with him. I feel 
confident those who question his nomination 
will come, in the end, to be glad that he was 
nominated and that we voted to confirm 
him.  
     I know others have gone back and looked 
at the words that have been attributed to Dr. 
Horn in the past. They could do that for me 



or the Presiding Officer or for any of us and 
have it appear we say things that, taken out 
of context, we may not have really said or 
intended to say. I have never heard Wade 
Horn speak about compelling women to 
remain in an abusive relationship or 
threatening relationships. I have heard him 
say that too many men fall short in meeting 
their obligations to the children they father 
and to the women who bear those children.  
     I have never heard Wade Horn disparage 
single moms for the work that they do in 
raising children. I have heard him speak of 
the need for young girls to see, in their own 
lives, a father who treats a mother in a way 
that that young girl herself would want to be 
treated by her husband someday. I have 
heard him say there are young boys in this 
country who need to see how a man treats 
his wife so that young boy will know how 
he should treat his wife someday, when he 
has grown.  
     I have never heard Wade Horn say that 
children raised by single moms routinely 
turn out badly. I have heard him say that all 
children deserve to be raised by two loving, 
caring, nurturing parents, and that includes 
their fathers.  
     I have heard it said that as to 16-year-old 
girls who become pregnant, drop out of 
school, never marry the father of the 
children that they bear, 80 percent of them— 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

80 percent of those women and their 
families will live in poverty at some point in 
time. As to the 16-year-old girl who does 
not become pregnant, does not drop out of 
school, graduates from school, waits until 
the age of 20 to have a child and marries the 
father of that child, there is an 8-percent 
likelihood that family will live in poverty--
80 percent on the one hand, 8 percent on the 
other hand.  
     I cannot stand here today and vouch for 
those numbers. But if they are even close, I 
think they serve to underscore for us the 
need for fathers, for men who father 
children, to take seriously their obligation to 
the children they father and to the women 
who bear them.  
     I believe Wade Horn will serve in this 
capacity doing a number of good things for 
the families of our country, men and 
women, boys and girls. But I think he is 
going to be a good voice, a recurring voice, 
one we need to hear, that says: Fathers are 
not dispensable. They are as important today 
as they were 100 years ago or 200 years ago. 
We need to remember that, those of us who 
are fathers and those of us who someday 
will be.  
     I am pleased to rise today in support of 
this nomination, and I hope it will receive 
ringing endorsement from this body. 


